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Introduction

Dear Parents and Students
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Today the range of choice for young people at 16 can seem bewildering. This booklet is intgnded
to help you make informed decisions for the future by outlining what is available to Sixth Formers
(Years 12 and 13) at DESC.

Our aim is to provide courses we know our students will enjoy and in which they will achieve suc-
cess. We also aim to guide each student towards being skilled at independent study and tq help
them in their next stage of development, be it at university or in the work place. We offer rela-

tively small class sizes and very close support to each student at DESC.

As well as the academic success, what happens outside of the classroom is just as important.
DESC intends to provide a holistic education to produce a fully rounded student. A full enrich-
ment programme will be offered and this will provide an opportunity to develop personalities,
leadership skills, community spirit and selbnfidence.

Being involved in the life of the College, taking responsibility and maximizing the opportunities

for personal developments are, therefore, important aspects of being a Sixth Former. Acgord-
ingly, there is an adult attitude in the Sixth Form which, academically and socially, acts |as a
bridge between school and university or work. The Sixth Form Committee helps to lead and de-
velop the life of the students further.

Entry Requirements
All students whether internal or external candidates will have an interview with a member of| the
SMT or Sixth Form staff. They will also be required to sign and adhere to the Sixth Form Cade of

Conduct and the College Mission Statement.

Please see the following pages for details on entry requirements per subject, and do not hesitate
to contact a member of staff should you require clarification.

Mr A Tkaczuk Ms C Duncalf
Assistant Head/ Head of 6th Form Deputy Head of 6th Form




Introduction from the Head Boy and Head Girl
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hard". It is the second pivotal point in a student's academic life after GCSEs, therefore, studying cons
for your Alevels will prepare you and give you the qualifications needed to pursue future aspirations.

This booklet is designed to help you make sensible decisions concerning subject options, by showing
the grade requirements are, and clarifying the specification for each subject. That being said, the Sixt
booklet is only there to aid you in choosing your subjects, as at the end of the day, it has to be genera
from you alone. The next two years will hold some of the most enjoyable and challenging experiences
you yet, so make sure you are content with the choices that you make.

It is understandable that like the students, parents also have a concern about the great leap from GG
Level; it is daunting and definitely not easy. However, students in DESC's Sixth Form will quickly resg
the high level of independent study, with the teachers' unyielding support and guidance which will brig
this leap, and point them in the right direction in order to attain the grades needed to apply for univers
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places at the beginning of Year 13. These two years at DESC's Sixth Form give a student the invaluable

benefit of an excellent teachetio-student working foundation, as well as the facilities the Sixth Form blg
itself has to offer: the spacious study room with individual workstations and supervised study periods.
Nevertheless, sixth formers at DESC get to enjoy not only the academia, but also the activities outsid
classroom like sports, music and art clubs, all of which are eager to see these young adults perform &
share their talents with the younger students, consequently becoming role models for DESC.

Life as a sixth former is challenging but enjoyable. You will feel that as in anything you do in life there
disadvantages (e.g. increasing work load) but there are advantages as well (e.g. social life, independ
and far more). Your success at DESC's Sixth Form is ultimately defined by homuedimmit yourself to
achieving the best grades you can, and in the future looking back wistfully on the fun and laughter yo
perienced with your fellow peers.

Luke Richards Qulsoum Zaidi
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Sixth Form Agreement

This Agreement is designed to help both the College and student to be aware of their respons
bilities and to help the student fulfil their potential.

There is one word that lies at the heart of this community and that is RESPECT. Respect yourself,
respect staff and students and respect property.

DESC aims to serve you by:

« Offering a wide curriculum for you to study

e Assessing your work quickly and constructively

« Giving you and your parents regular progress reports

« Encouraging you to develop a sense of confidence;astéem, responsibility and social
awareness

« Providing effective careers support

« Help you to achieve your potential

If you feel we are failing you then please talk to your Tutor or the Head of Sixth Form.
Similarly we have expectations of you. You are expected to:

« Register twice a day and follow College rules / Mission Statement/6th Form Agreemen
e Work hard to fulfil your potential

o Use study time effectively

o Attend all lessons

o Meet all deadlines

o Adhere to the dress code

If we feel you are failing, then you need to expect disciplinary action to be taken. These include:

e Verbal warnings

e One written warning
« Parents contacted

e Working in isolation
e Suspension

e Being asked to leave

DESC hopes that students, parents and staff can work together to support the students during
their time in the Sixth Form.

Head of Sixth FOrm........covveiiee el B L (o] SRR
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AS & A2 Courses at DESH

What are A levels and why should we take them?

These examinations have a long history and are still regarded as the main post 16 examinations
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demanding and they are quality controlled by the UK Government. 90% of all UK schools and
colleges use A levels as their main form of KS5 examination. They also have a worldwide reputa-

tion and can be converted and used for entry into fi8mitish Universities.

A levels began back in the early 1950s and they have adapted to necessary change over time. A
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attempt to make A levels broader by making students do more subjects and, by making them
modular. In 2008 an A* grade was added (see UCAS tariff on page 14).

During Year 12, students will study the AS (Advanced Subsidiary), which is aatarequalifi-
cation and is valued as half an A level qualification. It normally consists of two units (assessed at
the standard expected for a student half way through an A level course) that contribute 50 per

cent of the full A level. The A2 is the second half of the full A level qualification and is taker dur-
ing Year 13. It normally consists of two units (assessed at the standard expected for a student at
the end of a full A level course) that are worth 50 per cent of the full A level qualification.

Most units are assessed by external examinations but some are assessed by internal assessment.
The AS covers the less demanding material. For example, in the A2, students might;

e Specialise in an area they studied at AS
e Extend their knowledge and understanding of the subject by studying new topics
o Improve their skills

Also in A2, the students will combine knowledge, understanding and skills from across the A|level
course through synoptic assessment.

Which and how many A levels will | study at DESC?

It is usual in Year 12 for a student to follow 3 or 4 AS levels. In Year 13 one of their chosen AS
levels is dropped and students concentrate on 3 A2s. All AS and A2 level courses are modular in
nature. These courses allow students to spread their examination load over two years and not risk
all on a single attempt at the end of the course. In modular subjects students sl ae
modular examination that has not gone as well as it might have done. To some extent this
encourages the student to push himself/herself to their highest potential. Some of the coufses
have a high coursework element. The style of each A level course can be seen in the course
outlines which follow. When the results of the AS level courses arrive students, with agreement
from staff, may choose to continue with a course leading to an A2 or they may choose to
discontinue their studies in the subject and castthe module to gain an AS level award.




AS & A2 Courses at DESH

Examination Boards

Boards of:

AQA = Assessment and Qualifications Alliane&/w.aga.co.uk

Edexcel= Edexcel Foundatiowww.edexcel.co.uk

What will my timetable be like?

The A Level examination courses that are on offer are examined through the English Examin

Typical week for a Year 12 student studying 4 Typical week for a Year 13 student studying 3
AS subjects A2 subjects

Subject 1 5 lessons Subject 1 6 lessons
Subject 2 5 lessons Subject 2 6 lessons
Subject 3 5 lessons Subject 3 6 lessons
Subject 4 5 lessons
PSHE 1 lesson PSHE 1 lesson
Islamic Studies for Mus:;
lim students 2 lessons
Ministry Arabic is com-

ulsory for all Arabic
Sassert holders 3 lessons
Private / Supervised 38 Private / Supervised 10
Study Period$ Study Periods
Total 29 lessons 29 lessons

In year 13, students taking A2 will have 6 lessons per subject

*What are private/supervised study periods?

This is when students are not in lessons. The Sixth Form Centre has a large suite of rooms
ties where students will continue with their studies. Good use of this time enables student
maintain some balance in their lives beyond the school, not only to complete the work set bu
extend themselves through reading, review and revision. It is vital for Sixth Form students to
appreciate the demands of A level courses before they begin and to learn to manage time
effectively. We therefore, provide a structure at first, as students learn essential skills and
gradually we give the students the responsibility for their own time, until they have the
independence and maturity to cope with the total freedom of University.

Approximately 60% of private study periods will be supervised by a member of staff.
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http://www.aqa.co.uk/
http://www.edexcel.co.uk/

AS & A2 Courses at DESH

What is Community Service and why should | do it?

All Sixth Form Students will be encouraged to do community service. This could involve some of
the following; helping younger students with reading and writing skills, or with the learning of

subject specific skills, volunteering to help organise or supervise the library, organising and help-
ing in charity events, helping out with Extra Curricular Activities such as KS3 Netball or Fogtball.
Sixth Formers are strongly encouraged to do community service because it helps others and it
will help their UCAS personal statements look more impressive.

A Sixth Form Committee will be elected each year by the students themselves and it is
anticipated that this body will also play a role in helping serve the community. One member of
this committee will have special responsibility for organising the Sixth Form in regards to doing
charity work.

Current roles of Committee members include:
. Chairperson
. Vice Chairperson
. Treasurer
. Social Secretary
. Charity Secretary
. Sports Secretary
. Publicity Secretary

What is Academic Mentoring and Guidance?

This is where Sixth Form tutors will be used as a focal point for resolving any anxieties or comcerns
on the part of the students, parents or teachers. Tutors see students twice a day for registration
and tutor time, which enables a close monitoring of attendance and a strong supportive relation-
ship to develop. Tutors, the Assistant Head of Sixth Form and the Head of Sixth Form will meet
with students regularly throughout the year for personal progress reviews. These will focus on
academic performance and will help to determine helpful targets and strategies for students to
improve.




teacher.

Entry Criteria to Year 12 at DESC

KEY:B(#) = Students require a grade B to take the subject at AS but if a student achieves a (
C they may be considered to take the subject following recommendations from the subject

A(#) = Students require a grade A to take the subject at AS but if a student achieves a Gradg
they may be considered to take the subject following recommendations from the subject

Chemistry

Chemistry at
Triple Science
and Grade B #

teacher.
: Internal External o :
Subject Candidates Candidates Criteria if not studied at GCSE
Writing & speaking test with Head of
Arabic B B Department to check fluency
Examples of own work & interview with
Art B (#) B HOD
B in Additional | 5 I Additional
. . | Science or B in
Biolo Science or B in Biology at triple
9y Biology at tri- 0109y P
; science
ple science
B in English or Maths
Business Studies B(#) B
B in Additional
Science or B in B in Additional

Science or B in
Chemistry at tri-
ple Science and

in Maths Grade B in Mathg
Design Technology . . .
Food Technology B(#) B géir;r[])cejgn Technology and C in
B in English or Creative Arts and an ir
Drama & terview with the HOD showing practi-
Theatre Studies B(#) B . gp
cal experience
If Business Studies has been taken at
GCSE then a grade B is needed. If ng
Economics B B ther Business Studies nor Economics
has been taken then a grade B in Eng
lish and Maths
English Language B B
English Literature B B

Srade




Entry Criteria to Year 12 at DESC

KEY:B(#) = Students require a grade B to take the subject at AS but if a student achieves a Grade
C they may be considered to take the subject following recommendations from the subject
teacher.
A(#) = Students require a grade A to take the subject at AS but if a student achieves a Gradg B
they may be considered to take the subject following recommendations from the subject
teacher.
: Internal External o :
Subject Candidates Candidates Criteria if not studied at GCSE
Writing & speaking test with Head of
French B (#) B Department to check fluency
Geography B (#) B B in English or History
History B (#) B B in English
Distinction at DIDA or B in English andl
IcT B(#) B preferably Maths
Maths A(#) A
Further Maths A* A*
Vedia Studies N/A- see B in English and g(#)dl_rzjl\/![athand English( Internal
column3 | Maths andidates)
Grade V Associated Board / Trinity on
. an orchestral instrument or voice. An
Music B () B audition and interview with HoD is alsp
required
PE B (#) B B in Biology/ Additional Science
BinAddi- 1 5y Additional
tional Science . .
. .| Science or B in
or B in Physicq . .
. . . Physics at Triple
Physics at Triple Sci- .
Science and a
ence and a Grade B in
Grade B #in Maths
Maths
N/Az see B in Mathsand a B in English
Psychology column 3
Writing & speaking test with Head of
Spanish B (#) B Department to check fluency
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Option Blocks

The copy to fill in, tear out and return

Students can choose one subject from three or four of the option columns.

300AAT 080 . AT A 888888888888888 4001 0888888888
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first choice and a 2 next to the subject you wish to choose as your second choice. The subjects in
OEA OATITI1T1TT AT OA8 AOA Ai i bbbl O Ous

Please note:

. You arenot allowed to select both Business Studies and Economics

. There is a minimum number of students required to enable a course to run. If very fey
students select an option, it may not be feasible to offer that course.

Common Core Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4
PSHE Biology Art Business Studie$ Arabic
Islamic Studies
(Muslim Drama Business Studieg Chemistry Art
students)
Ministry Arabic
( Arabic Passport French Chemistry Economics Biology
holders)
. English English Further
History Literature Language Maths
: Food
Mathematics Technology Geography ICT
Physpal ICT Music Mathematics
Education
Physics Physics Media Studies
Spanish Psychology

PLEASE TEAR OUT AND RETURN THIS FORM TO RECEPTION
BY MONDAY FEBRUARY 202012AT THE VERY LATEST

=

11



Guidance for Options after A Level

There is a structured support programme to guide students with their consideration of key degi-
sions about their future.

How do | select the right A levels to enable me to enter a chosen career?

In most cases, most courses in UK universities are not A level subject specific. However, there are
exceptions and as a general idea a list of subject specific degrees / careers is given below. |t must
be remembered that all universities have their own idiosyncrasies and that each one needs|to be

researched carefully. Each student will get the following help and more.

« All Sixth Formers will have a careers interview and advice from tutors
o All Sixth Formers will receive structured help and guidance about UCAS and Oxbridge en-

try

You will use resources such as trying @entigrade Testto help you with your choices at
WWW.ucas.com

Degree / Career Requirements

Art Art and the submission of a portfolio

Biology Biology and another science or Mathematics

Chemistry Chemistry and 2 of Physics, Biology and Mathematics

Dentistry * Chemistry and 2 of Physics, Biology and Mathematics|A
UKCAT admissions test is also required.

Engineering Mathematics and Physics
Mathematics and ChemistyE £ EO8 O # EAIT|E|AAI

Law The LNAT admissions test is required at many univers|-
ties.

Medicine * Biology, Chemistry plus Physics or Mathematics. A UK}
CAT admissions test is also required, and a BMAT at Jome
universities.

Modern The language that you intend to study

Languages

Physics Physics and Mathematics

Teaching The subject you want to teach and one other natioGal-
riculum subject

Veterinary * Biology, Chemistry & Physics or Mathematics. A UKCAT
admissions test is also required.

Oxford and Cambridge University [Most subjects require a TSA admissions test

12
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Guidance for Options after A Level

* = A recent development taken by some universities is that the 3 sciences and maths route|is no
longer required. These would now prefer Chemistry and Biology A2 plus another academic sub-
ject at A2. The fourth subject (AS) should be academic though this is now flexible. Some qf the
Russell group actually prefer a broader range of AS subjects.

All admissions tests mentioned above cannot be sat at DESC, but are easily arranged through
test centres such as at the British Council.

Other useful links forgeneral careers information

Fwww.connexionsdirect.com
FEwww.channel4.combrilliantcareers

Glossary of terms used on these pages

Keyword Definition

UKCAT UK Clinical Aptitude Test for medicine, dentistry and vet-
erinary science. Sat at test centre in Dubai in the
summer of year 13.

LNAT Law National Aptitude Test needed for applicants to mpst
universities for law

BMAT Biomedical Admissions Test required for applicants to
medicine at Oxbridge and some other universities

TSA Thinking Skills Assessment required for many coursesjat
Oxbridge

Oxbridge A combined term used for Oxford and Cambridge

Russell Group A term used to describe the top 20 universities in the UK

UCAS Universities and Colleges Admissions Service. A centrgl
organisation through which applications are processed
for UK universities

13
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How do | get into a British University?

Each of your AS and A level results will be converted into points for entry into a British Univelrsity.
Some universities will express their offer to you in grades that you must achieve, while othergs will
use the UCAS (University) tariff system.

UCAS Tariff

Grade A* A B C D E

GCE A
level 140 120 100 80 60 40

points

GCE AS
level N/A 60 50 40 30 20

points

From September 2008 a new A* grade has been introduced for the grading of A levels (not AS) as
a way to reward the most able students. It will be awarded to students who achieve grade A pver-
all at A level and also achieve 90% or more on the uniform mark scale across their A2 units.

You will have to apply to your chosen university through UCAS and you will have to write g per-
sonal statement about yourself. In effect this is where you will have to convince the university
that it would be good for them to select you. This statement is very important and you wil| be
given lots of guidance on how to complete it. These completed forms will be sent off early in [Year
13. There is also the possibility that some universities may call students for interview, and some
courses require admissions tests (see page 12). Art courses and some others usually require a
portfolio of work to be submitted.

Non-UK citizens who only have English GCSE as an additional language will also be required to sit
an IELTS test, which can be done at the British Council.-MKrcitizens will also have to appl
for a student visa. This must be completed through the UK Border Agency (UKBA).

Other useful links:

www.ukcoursefinder.co.ukiseful for researching suitable higher education courses in the UK
The UCAS websiterww.ucas.ac.ulas an excellent parents section which takes you through the
UCAS applicatiomvww.ucas.com/parents/index.html

14
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How do | get into a NonBritish University?

Careful research needs to be taken about any of the institutions that you may wish to attend.
Below are some useful websites and some degree/career advice. The universities will all hay
different deadlines for applications, so students need to be proactive to ensure that they havg
best chance of getting into their desired university.

The USA

During the application process, 5 to7 Universities are chosen, and you will need to request

applications to those. UK qualifications e.g-lévels can count towards credit for many US de-
grees, although SATs will usually need to be taken by applicants. School transcripts may be
quested, as may letters of recommendation from your teachers. Each University has a differg
deadline, but most applications will be completed before the winter break.

It is important that your secondary school study has included a variety of subjects such as EH
Maths, Natural Sciences, Humanities and a foreign language.

Some programmes are not direct entry:

o Dentistry

e Medicine

e Nursing

« Veterinary Medicine
e lLaw

o Entrance exams (e.g. SATs, TOEFL for non native speaking applicants)

It is not possible to sit the SATs and TOEFL at DESC, so they will need to be completed in a
registered centre in Dubai, or back in the USA.

www.fulbright.co.uk- for students with British qualifications wanting to study in the USA.
www.collegeboard.com for standardised test registrations and application organisation
www.princetonreview.com? excellent for choosing and comparing Universities
www.commonapp.org? for the common application form for many Universities

South Africa

Each University has its own application process and deadlines. Applications are made onling
will require certain criteria to be met. They can be filled in either in English or Afrikaans.

www.studysa.co.za covers international higher education in South Africa
http://www.southafrica.info/about/education/universities.htrm has links to all universities
http://www.southafrica.info/travel/documents/studypermits.htm study permits

e
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How do | get into a NonBritish University?

Canada

AEA /1 OAOET 51 EOAOOEOEAOS ! PPI EAAOET T #AT|0OOA
cants for firstyear undergraduate programmes. The application is completed online, and can |pe
reviewed an altered during the application process. Once complete, OUAC will forward your ap-
plications to the Universities, in much the same way as UCAS for the UK.

The other states in Canada have a different system, and the Universities need to be contactgd
separately. All institutions will set application deadlines and students need to aplyjnénths
before the start date.

Entry requirements will vary between Universities, but generally as follows:

5 GCSEs & 1, 2 or 3 A Levels depending on the institution (A, B or Cs)

Minimum 2 A Levelsz or 4 AS subjects. Some programmes are not direct entry & are very
competitive:

« Lawz" AAEAT 1 060 AACOAA AAMEI OA A Q UAAO 1 Ax| AAC
« Medicinez" AAEAT T 060 AACOAA AAME OAByAinfotalUAAO [|AAE
o Dentistryz 2 yrs of university or a prdentistry college before a 4 yr dentistry programme ( 6

yrs in total)
« Pharmacy & Physiotherapy require university level courses before admission

www.schoolfinder.com to research university and college courses in Canada

Australia

The University Admissions Centre (UAC) NSW and ACT is the central office that receives and
processes applications for admission to most undergraduate degree, advanced diploma, diploma
and associate diploma courses at the participating institutions.

International students with Australian citizenship apply through UAC on déellbasis for se-
I AAOAA AT OOOAO8 4EAU ABDRUEI G xA D BAGE AKX GAd |AAED
who are not Australian citizens must directly contact the institutions to which they intend to aj
ply. Each institution has its own application procedures and admissions requirements.

A
1

www.uac.edu.aa The admissions website for most Universities
http://cricos.deewr.gov.am Register of Institutions and courses for overseas students
www.go8.edu.ae Group of 8 Universities (excellent academic reputations)

New Zealand

Each University has its own application process and deadlines. Applications to all 7 of the state
funded Universities are made online and will require certain criteria to be met.

www.studyoptions.comt covers higher education in Australia and New Zealand

16
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Subject Information

. Arabic

o Art

. Biology

« Business Studies

« Chemistry

. Design Technology Food Technology
. Drama and Theatre Studies
. Economics

. English Language

. English Literature

. French

. Geography

. History

. ICT

. Mathematics

. Further Mathematics
. Media Studies

. Music

« Physical Education

. Physics

. Psychology

« Spanish

Some subjects such as the NEW
Media Studies and Psycholopy
courses, will have a limited capacity.
If the course Is full, students may [pe
placed on a waiting list.

17



Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Arabic (8AR01 & 9ARO01)

Studying Arabic will give students the opportunity to learn how
to communicate in Arabic in Dubai, the UAE and the other Ara-

bic countries. Students will also learn more about the Arabic civir

lisation and culture. Choosing GCE Arabic will also provide stu-
dents with the chance to develop their language skills and impro
their skills of memorisation, and speed reading.

TOPICS COVERED IN EACH UNIT
Students have to take 2 units of study, one in Year 12 and one in
13

Unit 1: Understanding and Written Response in Arabic (100% of
the AS marks 50% of the A2 marks) *Unit code 6AR01

This unit consists dhree sections:

Section A: Reading
Section B: Translation
Section C: Essay

Students are required to convey their understanding of written
Arabic through a series of reading tasks. They also need to draw|
upon and apply their knowledge of Arabic language, grammar an
lexis to produce a short translation from Arabic into English, as W
as demonstrate an ability to manipulate Arabic language in con-
tinuous writing.

Students will be expected to recognise and use Arabic in a variet
of contexts and in relation to the following general topic areas:

e Youth culture and concerns

e Lifestyle: health and fitness

e The world around us: travel, tourism, environmental issues ar
the Arabicspeaking world

e Education and employment

Assessment:
2 hour 45 minute paper ithree sections:

Section A:Students will need to understand, retrieve and convey
information from a short series of different Arabi@anguage texts.
They will be required to provide a mix of nearbal and Arabic

language responses. In addition, marks will be given for vocalisat

tion of text produced in response to one of the questions.

e

Year
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Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Arabic (8AR01 & 9ARO01)

Section B:Students will be assessed on their ability to transfer

meaning from Arabic into English. They will be required to apply
their knowledge of Arabic language, grammar and lexis to produg
a short translation from Arabic into English.

Section C:Students will write a 22270 word essay, in Arabic, in
response to a short Arabianguage stimulus and related bullet
points.

Unit 2: Understanding, Written Response and Research in Arabif
(100% of the A2 marks, 50% of the GCE marks) *Unit code 6AR
This unit consists dhree sections:

Section A: Reading
Section B: Translation
Section C: Essays on chosen topic(s) and/or text(s)

Students are required to demonstrate skills in advanced level ArT-
bic reading and in the transfer of meaning from English into Arabj

To promote research and a greater knowledge and understandin
students must produce two Arabil@nguage essays in response to
guestions related to their chosen topic(s) and/or text(s). Students
will be expected to recognise and use Arabic in a variety of con-
texts and in relation to the following general topic areas:

e Youth culture and concerns

e Lifestyle: health and fitness

e The world around us: travel, tourism, environmental issues ar
the Arabicspeaking world

e Education and employment

e Customs, traditions, beliefs and religions

¢ National and international events: past, present and future

e Literature and the arts

Scheme of Assessment

Unit 1 2 hour 45 minutes | 50%

Unit 2 3 hours 50 %

e

C.

d
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Ministry Arabic

Examining Board:
Ministry of Education

Syllabus/ Code:
Arabic /NA

------

A

FECVSTTY [T
I e
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Year 12 Arabic Ministry of Education Curriculum:

It is compulsory for all Arabs in Yr 12 who hold an Arabic passpo|

to do the Year 12 Ministry Arabic.

Students who are doing year12 Ministry Arabic will cover topics

the Ministry text book parts one and parts 2

e Assessment: Students will be assessed internally.

e Syllabus:
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Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Art 6FA01/6FAO2Nnd
6FA03/6FA04

Art

If you intend to train for any kind of creative career you should
consider Art as one of your GCE level choicelternatively if you
just enjoy being creative and wish to continue your Art training fo
your own pleasure, it can make an ideal compliment to your othe
GCE level choices.

Art work encourages students to put into practice theory learnt in
some of their other subjects. This reinforces learning and aids co
prehension. The creative thinking involved and the problem solvi
approach employed in all practical activities are invaluable trans-
ferable skills for any career.

6 EOOAT 1 EOAOAAU EO AAATTET C A
EECE OAAE xI1 Ol A 1T &£ OEA OET A Q

i AOE A O BWihesdshduwdraies heavily on high speed communi

cation and so visual imagery is becoming increasingly important.
Text is alsdbecoming more concise and colour theory and aesthe
ics are being employed to give sublime messages that the avera
consumer is not aware oBeing able to interpret visual messages,
and more importantly learning how to use the visual elements an

principles to aid your communication has got to be a major benefi

to all students.
What will | learn?

The course covers a range of activities and mordiepth assign-
ments. You will have the opportunity to experiment with different
media in order to explore your strengths and preferences. You
may choose to work graphically or using photography; there are
wide range of options for different specialisms or you may choos
to work in several areas. Whatever your choice, the main aim of
the course is to develop your visual language.

Is this subject right for me?
This course is suitable for students who are:

o Keen to develop their visual skills

« Creative, enthusiastic and imaginative

o Able to sustain an investigation

o Willing to experiment and take risks in their work

e Willing to review their progress and make improvements
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Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Art 6FA01/6FAO2Nnd
6FA03/6FA04

Art

What career possibilities are there for students who study Art?

Everything that is manmade has had artists and designers involV
ET EOO 1 AEET ¢ POT AAOOh OEAO0S(
on your breakfast table, to the layout of your newspaper you reac
the clothes you wear, and the car you get to work in. Take a pail

trainers for example, a footwear designer decided what they would

look like, a graphic designer decided how they would be packagd
and an advertising design team, a photographer and a computer
artist would all be involved in designing how they would be mar-
keted.

From Architects to zoological illustrator, the Art industry has thou
sands of different career possibilitiésr you, and selecting Art as
one of your GCE levels could be your first step in that direction.

Next Steps!!

You can find out more about GCE in Art by visiting the website
www.edexcel.co.ukand also come and chat to your Art teachers.

Assessment:

Unit 1 | AS Art Coursework Students should 30%
submit supporting studies and practical
outcomes

Unit 2 | AS Externally Set Assignment Students 20%
should submit supporting studies and prag-
tical outcomes in response to the given
theme 8 weeks of preparation and a 8 hopr
Examination

Unit 3 | AS Art Coursework Students should subq  30%
mit supporting studies, a linked personal
study of 10083000 words and practical

outcomes from a personal starting point

AS Externally Set Assignment Students 20%
Unit 4 | should submit supporting studies and prak-
tical outcomes in response to the given
theme 8 weeks of preparation and a 12
hour Examination
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http://www.edexcel.co.uk

Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Biology (8B101)

Biology is the study of living organisms and the environment.
During their AS and A2 level course students will study a range
of topics outlined below.

The course is intended to stimulate the enthusiasm of students
from the start. It emphasises the way in which Biologists work an
the contributions of Biology to society.

As well as the many benefits gained by studying such a relevant
and easily applicable science, this Biology GCE course is design
specifically to encourage candidates to develop:

¢ An enthusiasm for Biology
e Practical skills alongside understanding of concepts and pring
ples

e An appropriate and relevant foundation of knowledge and skills

for the study of biology in Higher Education. This progresses
smoothly from previous GCSE studies in Biology

¢ In-depth knowledge and understanding of the principles of Bi-
ology

e Handson practical skills and data analysis skills

e Appreciation of How Science Works and its relevance beyong
the laboratory

« Knowledge of how Biology links to other sciences and how th
subject underpins important technologies and scientific ad-
vances.

The study of Biology is both challenging and rewarding and fee
into a wide range of possible career paths and university degrs
such as:

e Medicine

e Nursing

e Veterinary Science
e Dentistry

e Physiotherapy
e Biomedical Science
e Zoology

In addition, the rigorous academic nature of studying science to 4
level means that employers and universities alike will value a goq
gualification, regardless of the degree or career involved.
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Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Biology (8B101)

Unit 1: Lifestyle, Transport, Genes and Health

e The Cardiovascular system, CV diseases and the risk factors

e The Biochemistry of the foods we eat and CV diseases

e Cellular structure and DNA structure and replication

e Cystic fibrosig effects on the body, gene therapy and ethics

Unit 2: Development, Plants and the Environment

e Multicellular organisms from single cells to complex individuals

e The role of stem cells, gene expression, cell differentiation and
tissue organisation

e Biodiversity and natural resourcgsjuantifying biodiversity
and making use of biodiversity

e Disappearing biodiversity examining reasons for this and con
sidering the importance of conservation

Unit 3B: Practical and Research Skills. Internal Assessment

e 4EEO OTEO xEIl AOOAOO OOOAA)

experimental procedures and techniques that were developed

throughout Units 1 and 2

Unit 4: The Natural Environment and Species Survival

e How living organisms form ecosystems, through which energy
is transferred and chemical elements cycled, and how photo-
synthesis provides the basis for this

e Examining the ecology of different ecosystems (an extended
fieldwork trip will be offered to support this unit)

e Understanding the genetic codgegenetic profiling of species
and how gene mutations may lead to evolution.

« Pathogens and theirhossOEA OAOT 1 OOET 1T AQU

Unit 5: Energy, Exercise and Coordination

e Muscle function, structure and the biochemistry of respiration

e Stimulus and responsedhe biology of the nervous and endo-
crine systems

e Brain chemistry and diseases of the nervous system

e The implications of medical technology on treating disease

e The Human Genome Project and the ethical implications sur-
rounding it

Unit 6B: Practical and Investigative Skills. Internal Assessment

e This unit will assess students knowledge and understanding of

experimental procedures and data analysis

Name | Duration Weight- | Name | Duration Weight-
ing ing

Unit1 | 75 mins 40% AS | Unit4 | 90 mins 40% A2

Unit 2 | 75 mins 40% AS | Unit5 | 90 mins 40% A2

Unit 3 | 90 mins 20% AS | Unit 6 | 90 mins 20% A2
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Business Studies

Examining Board:
AQA

Syllabus/ Code:
Business Studies 2130

Why choose Business Studies?

No matter where you work or what you do, Business Studies will
relevant. The knowledge and skills gained on this course will
useful for the rest of your life.

Among the many benefits, this course is designed to encourd
candidates to:

e explore real business situations
e be practical in the application of business concepts
« understand the role of the entrepreneur and business in socie

be
be

ge

It also helps develop a range of important and transferable skills:

data skills; presenting arguments and making recommendatio
on the basis of the available evidence; and problem solving.

TOPICS COVERED IN EACH UNIT

Students will study 4 units of study, two in Year 12 and two in Ye¢
13:

Unit 1: Planning and Financing a Business (20% of total A Level
marks)

The aim of this unit is to provide an introduction to Business Stud
ies and cover the following areas

e Starting a Business The challenges and issues of starting
business, enterprise and entrepreneurs.

e Financial Planning Essentiafinancial concepts needed to
start a business including: calculating costs, revenues, prof-
its, using a breakeven analysis and castfilow forecasting.
Students are assessed on their ability to apply business the-
ory to a mini case study and to suggest and evaluate busi-
ness decisions

Unit 2: Managing a Business (30% of total A Level marks)

e Finance? budgets, improving cash flow and profits.

e People in Businesg organisational structures, recruitment,
training and motivation

e Operations Management operational decisions, quality, cus-
tomer service, suppliers, technology

e Marketing and Competitiom designing and using an effective

ar

a

marketing mix, market conditions and competitiveness.
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Business Studies

Unit 3: z Strategies for Success (25% of total A Level marks)

Examining Board: e Functional Objectives and Strategies examining their appro-
AQA priateness in the context of corporate objectives.

e Financial Strategies and Accounts making investment infor-
Syllabus/ Code: mation, measuring performance, financial decisions.
Business Studies 2130 e Marketing Strategies? analysing markets, and selecting suc-

cessful marketing strategies, developing marketing plans.

e Operations Strategies? operational issues, location, innova-
tion, improving operational efficiency

e Human Resource Strategies workforce planning, adapting
organisational structures, successful employee relations.
The focus will be on measuring business performance and as
sessing appropriate functional strategies to achieve success.

Unit 4: The Business Environment and Change (25% of total A
Level marks)

e Corporate Aims and Objectives purpose and nature of corpo-
rate strategies, stakeholder perspectives.

e Assessing Change in the Business Environmenthe effects
of changes in the economic, political, social, ethical and tech-
nological environment and responses of organisations.

e Managing Change planning for change, leadership and cor-
porate culture, making strategic decisions, decision making.

This is a synoptic unit that draws on knowledge of the entire
course.

Scheme of Assessment:

Name Duration Weighting
Unit 1 1 hour 15 minutes 20%
Unit 2 1 hour 30 minutes 30%
Unit 3 1 hour 45 minutes 25%
Unit 4 1 hour 45 minutes 25%
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Examining Board:
AQA

Syllabus/ Code:
Chemistry A (2420)

Chemistry is the study of the behaviour and properties of matter.

The study of Advanced level chemistry allows students to build

the ideas introduced in GCSE science, developing not only their

knowledge of what happens during a chemical reaction but a

their ability to explain why it happens. The study of chemistry |i

both challenging and rewarding and feeds into a wide range of p
sible career paths:

Degree courses for Degree courses for which the study of chem
which chemistry ise- | istry is desirable:
quired by most univer-

sities:
Medicine Engineering Phyglotherapy
: . Geology Radiography
Veterinary Science . )
Geochemistry Nursing
Pharmacy . . .
Dentistr Forensic science Biology
y Biomedical science| Physics
Biochemistry

In addition to this, owing to the academically rigorous nature of th
course, a good grade in chemistry is viewed favourably by univer
sity admissions officers, irrespective of your chosen course of
study.

Among the many benefits, this new specification is designed to
encourage candidates to:

e progress smoothly from previous GCSE studies in chemistry

e develop indepth knowledge and understanding of the princi-
ples of chemistry

e gain handson practical skills and data analysis skills

e appreciate How Science Works and its relevance beyond the
laboratory

e see how chemistry links to other sciences and how the subj
underpins important technologies and scientific advances

TOPICS COVERED IN EACH UNIT
Unit 1: Foundation Chemistry

e Atomic structure.

o Calculating amounts of substances, using the concept of
the mole.

e Chemical bonding and structure.

o Explaining patterns in the periodic table.

e An introduction to organic chemistry.

e

ect
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Examining Board:
AQA

Syllabus/ Code:
Chemistry A (2420)

Unit 2: Chemistry in Action

e Thermodynamics: energy changes in chemical reactions

¢ Kinetics: the study of factors affecting chemical reactions

e Chemical equilibria

¢ Reduction and oxidation (redox) reactions

e The chemistry of the halogens and alkaline earth metals

« Organic functional groups and analytical techniques used to
investigate them

Unit 3: Investigative and Practical Skills

e Selection and use of various equipment

e Processing of data

e Making observations and measurements

e Analysis and evaluation of results

Unit 4: Kinetics, Equilibria and Organic Chemistry

This topic builds on the concepts introduced in the AS units, app

ing kinetic data to derive rate equations and mechanisms, invest

gating equilibrium constants, the further study of organic func-

tional groups and analytical techniques.

Unit 5: Energetics, Redox and Inorganic Chemistry

e Using thermodynamics to explain why reactions occur

A study of the patterns in properties of elements of period 3

Applying a knowledge of equilibria to explain redox reactions

The chemistry of transitions elements and inorganic com-

pounds.

Unit 6: Investigative and Practical Skills

Selection and use of various equipment

Processing of data

Making observations and measurements

Analysing and evaluation of results

Unit AS Weighting (%) | A2 Weighting (%)
Unit 1: Foundation
Chemistry 3M 16
Unit 2: Chemistry in
A .
S Action 46 23
Unit 3: Investigative
and Practical Skills 20 10
Unit 4: Kinetics,
Equilibria and Organig 20
Chemistry
5 Unit 5: Energetics,
A Redox, Inorganic 20
Chemistry
Unit 6: Investigative 10
and Practical Skills
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Design and Technology: Food Technology

Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Food Technology (9FTO1

What is Design and Technology Food Technology?
Design and Technology is a problem solving subject using the m
dium of food. It combines the technical side of food science with

the creative element of design.

Why choose Design and Technology Food Technology?

Key features of the specification

The qualification focuses on key areas that the food industry has
consider including:

Unit 1: Portfolio of creative skills

In this unit students are given the opportunity to develop their
creative, technical and practical skills through a series of product
investigation, design and manufacturing activities.
Assessment: Students will produce one portfolio with three dis-

) O AAGAT T PO OOOAAT OOG6 ET T x
application for designing food products

) O AAGAT T PO A OOOAAT 660 AA
are fit for purpose, satisfy wants or needs and enhance oy
day to day lives

It gives students the opportunity to demonstrate their de-
sign and technology capability

It develops skills in planning, research, analysis, product d
velopment, project planning and evaluation

Quality of food
Processing of food
Packaging and label ling
Nutrition value and contribution to dietary control and sus-
tained good health

Health and safety

Sustainabilityz new products have to provide solutions
rather than add to the existing problems of extraction, use
of natural materials, pollution from manufacturing and the
disposal of large amounts of waste products.

tinct sections which will be marked internally and
moderated externally by Edexcel
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