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Introduction

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 2012012
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and work. When students start Year 10 they enter Key Stage 4 of the National Curriculum. These
years are very important and, with the help and support of both home and school, studentg can
achieve their full potential.

Careful thought is required to ensure that each student follows a course which best suits his or
her needs. Students are encouraged to study a broad and balanced curriculum and, here at|Dubai
English Speaking College, the Key Stage 4 Curriculum has been structured accordingly to achieve
this aim. This programme will not only mirror some of the statutory requirements in the UK, |but
also offer students a choice of option subjects to choose from.

What the UK law requires:
All students study the following:

English (including English Literature)= 2 GCSEs

Mathematics= 1 GCSE

Double Award Science= 2 GCSEs or Triple Award Science= 3 GCSEs
Core PE (norGCSE)

Some statutory elements of PSHE (n6BCSE)
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What Dubai English Speaking College requires:

All students study the above in line with UK statutory requirements and will sébect further
option subjects making a total of nine or ten GCSE subjects altogether.
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non-Muslim students will follow the PSHE course).




Advice for Students

Basis for choice

Do choose a subject if:

1 you are successful at it
1 you enjoy it
1 this subject may help you to achieve your career plans

Do not choose a subject it

1 the subject looks an easy option, because it will not be
1 you want to do it because your friend is doing this subject too. He or she may have
different abilities and different career plans. He or she may also be in a different group
to you
1 you like the teacher you have this year. It is quite likely that you will have a different
teacher next year

Who can | speak to about my choices?

parents

older brothers or sisters
form tutor

subject teachers
current GCSE students
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The Curriculum Options
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one subject from each option block.
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Common Core || Option1 || Option2 || Opton3 || Option4
English Literature Geograph Art & ICT French
g grapny Design
. . Physical Food .
English Language History Education Technology Spanish
: Business Physical .
Mathematics Studies Drama Education Arabic
: : Business Art &
*
Science Economics Studies Geography Design
Physical Education Art and . Business
(Core) Design IcT History Studies
PSHE/Islamic .
Studies French Geography Music ICT

*Studentscannot study both Business Studies AND Economics .
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What are the benefits of studying Arabic?

Examining Board: Studying Arabic will give students the opportunity to learn how to
communicate in Arabic in Dubai, the UAE and the other Arabic countries.
They will also learn more about the Arabic civilisation and culture.
Choosing GCSE Arabic will also provide students with the chance to
develop their language skills and improve their skills of memorisation and
speed reading.

Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Arabic 2AR01

What will students have the opportunity to study?

The skills students will develop doing GCSE Arabic will be varied. Among
them, they will

9 develop the ability to listen to and understand spoken Arabic inja
range of contexts and a variety of styles

communicate in speech for a variety of purposes

read and respond to different types of written language
communicate in writing for a variety of purposes

understand and apply a range of vocabulary and structures
develop language learning and communication skills which can
be applied broadly.
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How will the students be assessed in GCSE Arabic?

Students will be assessed as outlined in the table below:

Unit Title Mode of Weighting Time
Assessment
45 minutes
Listening & Final .
1 : . 23% (5 minutes
Responding] Examination . .
reading time)
Final 8710
2| Speaking o 27% .Z
Examination minutes
Readin .
g Final .
3 and o 23% 55 minutes
. Examination
Responding
. Final
41 Writing o 27% 1 hour
Examination

For further information, please sédr. Ahmed
(Head of Arabic Islamic Education)




Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Art and Design 1028

Art and Design

What are the benefits of studying GCSE Art and Design?

GCSE Art and Design is about having an adventurous and enquiring
approach and developing the skills to express it. Students will develog
understanding of past and contemporary Art and Design and will be a
to produce a personal response embracing a range of ideas.

What will students have the opportunity to study?

The skills students will develop doing GCSE Art and Design will be va
Among them, they will develop a working knowledge of the material
practices and technology of Art and Design. They will develop the sk
to investigate, analyse and experiment using Art, Craft and Design. T
will develop their imaginative powers and the skills to express their o
ideas, feelings and meanings. Students will also develop an
understanding of the language and conventions of Art and Design and
understanding of the place of Art, Craft and Design in history and in
society.

How will the students be assessed in GCSE Art and Design?

Every piece of work produced from day one, in lessons and for

homework, will count towards the final mark. The work students do W
follow a variety of themes; all work will be produced in both sketchbog
and large scale, in both two and three dimensions. All work must incly
research, supporting studies and work showing the development of th
ideas leading to many final outcomegsusually large scale pieces of work

Unit Title Mode of Weighting Time
assessment
1| Coursework Coursework 60% 2 years
2| Exam work Examination 40% 10 hours

What can the students do next?

There are many things students can go on to do with a GCSE in Art
Design. They may wish to take this course for its own sake, or perhap
form the basis of a future interest. Alternatively, they might wish to g
into a job where it is useful to have had experience of Art, Craft and
Design, where they will need to use some of the skills developed dur
the course. These might include careers in such fields as advertis
marketing, design, architecture, publishing and the media. Whicheve
chosen, the study of Art can help students develop transferable sk
which they can take into any career or job.

For further information please see staff from tiet Department
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Business Studies

Examining Board:
AQA

Syllabus/ Code:
Business Studies 4133

What are the benefits of studying GCSE Business Studies?

The aim of GCSE Business Studies is to:

l

promote the study of business through class work and controlled
assessment , which provides students with a sound basis for

progression to Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced Levels in Business
Studies and Economics

develop students or employees who have a sound understanding of

business and who have the ability to use knowledge, skills and
understanding appropriately in the context of the UK and European

markets

increase awareness and consideration of the spiritual moral, sodial,

ethical and cultural issues within a business environment

What will students have the opportunity to study?

Students will be required to demonstrate specific knowledge and critical
understanding of:

T

T
T

Real life Case Studies are an important element of the teaching of
Business Studies and emphasis is placed on students developing the
ability to apply their business knowledge and make reasoned judgme

the issues associated with setting up, and the operation of, a

business

marketing, finance, human resources and operations managemen

[

how and why businesses grow; including organisational development
and legal structures

regarding business decisions.

How will the students be assessed in GCSE Business Studies?

Mode of
Unit Title Weighting Time
Assessment
Setting up a Final
. g up o 40% 1 hour
Business Examination
Growing as a Final
. g o 35% 1 hour
Business Examination
8 hours of
Report research
Controlled completed followed by 3
25%
Assessment under teacher hours to
supervision complete the
Report

For further information please sddr. Hunt (Head of Business Studies /

Economics)
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Edexcel

Examining Board:

Syllabus/ Code:
Drama 2DR01

Drama

What are the benefits of studying GCSE Drama?

The Drama GCSE course is extremely valuable for anyone who is
considering a career in the creative arts, media or any line of work wh
requires the ability to express ideas. The course is very practical
much of the work is collaborative therefore, it gives students the

opportunity to develop not only their imaginative and creative skills b
also to develop team, leadership and communication skills. The Ede
course aims to prepare students for their future role as active citizens
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employment and society in general, and for students to actively engage

in the process of dramatic study in order to develop as independ
learners and as reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. The topics
covered by the course enable students to discover more about
themselves and the world around them!

What will students have the opportunity to study?
As a student you wiH:

1 study a wide range of theatre practitioners and explore a range
of Drama techniques

explore ideas, issues and play texts using the medium of Drama

explore how to create a performance and make use of the element
of stage craft (lighting and sound etc) to add meaning to a piece of
Drama

9 develop your skills as a performer, director and theatre critic

T
T

Students will be expected to visit the theatre and write a critique abg
what they have seen and be required to attend afterschool rehearsalg
develop performance work.

How will the students be assessed in GCSE Drama?
The course is essentially practical and there is no written examinatior

ent

to

at

this level in Drama, however, candidates are required to provide written

coursework which reflects their participation and understanding of th
subject material covered by the first two units.

Unit Mode of Weighting Time
Title Assessment
Drama

. In-Class Practical
1 Exploration 30% 6 Hours

. Assessment
(Improvisation)

Drama In-Class Practical

2 Exploration 30% 6 Hours

Assessment
(Play texts)
Depend-

Performance ant on

3| Performance o 40%
Examination group

size
Continued/....
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Drama

Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Drama2DR01

Unit 1
Students will explore a theme/ topic decided upon by their teacher.

During assessment the students will complete a range of practical drama

activities which enable them to show their understanding of the drama

medium and the drama techniques studied.

Following the practical tasks, the candidates must then complete the

Os$1 AOIi AT OAOU 2 A 0D $haull e addfl€xrtiod &hAhe
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understanding of the explored theme, drama techniques and activities.

The response can include any form of suitable documentation, for
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Unit 2
Students will use the Drama medium to explore a published play te
During the 6 hours of assessment the students will complete a range
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practical drama activities which enable them to show their understandipg

of the play using the elements of drama and the drama techniques
OOOAEAA AO ' #3 %8 300AAT OO 1 000
2AO0PT 1 OA8 A O 51TEO Wwh xEEAE EO
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of the play for Unit 2 . Section two is an evaluation of a live theatre
performance under controlled conditions.
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The assessment for Units 1 and 2 will take place in the summer term of

9AAO Xo AT A OEA AOGOOGIT OAOI 1T &
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and 2 are assessed by the teacher and moderated by the exam board,
Unit 3

Students will have one performance exam. They will be required to
perform as part of a group and give a high quality performance of eitl
an extract of a script or a devised piece in front of an audience.

What can the students do next?

The course is excellent preparation for A level Drama and Theatre
Studies or further study of the Creative Arts.

For further information speak t¥s. Atkin (Head of Drama)
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Economics

AQA

Syllabus/ Code:
Economics 4135

Examining Board:

What are the benefits of studying GCSE Economics?

The aim of GCSE Economics is to:

1 equip students with the basic tools to help them understand
their place in, and contribution to, the local, national and global
economy as consumers, workers and citizens

1T AAOGAT TP OEA OOOAAT 666 OT AAOOOA
theories

1 investigate a range of contemporary economic issues, analysing the

evidence from different perspectives

9 provide students with a sound basis for progression to Advanad
Subsidiary and Advanced Levels in Economics or Business Studie

What will students have the opportunity to study?

Students will be required to demonstrate specific knowledge and criti¢

understanding of aspects of economic theory and its application in a
variety of contexts. This will include developing an understanding of:

9 personal lifecycle as a framework to consider how people manage
their finances over time

the world of work, monetary and nemonetary rewards and the
labour market

the national and global economy

how the economy is managed using fiscal, monetary and supply s
policies

current economic issues, including unemployment, globalisatio
development and the environment

= =A== -4

Case Studies are an important part of the subject and emphasis is plg
on students applying their understanding of theory to reach reason
conclusions.

How will the students be assessed in GCSE Economics?

Unit Title Mode of Weighting Time
Assessment
1 Personal Final 1 hour 15
) o 50% .
Economics Examination minutes
2 Investigating Final 50% 1 hour 15
Economic . .
Examination minutes
Issues

For further information please sedr. Hunt (Head of Business Studies /
Economics)
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English Language

Examining Board:
AQA

Syllabus/ Code:
English Languagd705

What are the benefits of studying English Language?

Communication skills are vital! Being able to speak, listen, read and w
are the cornerstones of building personal relationships and being
successful in all aspects of life.

What will students have the opportunity to study?

The GCSE English Language course allows students to develop their
ability to communicate effectively with others. Students will continue t
develop their speaking and listening, reading and writing skills as th
learn to investigate and analyse language, and to experiment and
language creatively.

During the course, students will be involved in a range of activities. T
may participate in role play, give a speech or be in a debate. They
write in different forms, experimenting with layout and language. The
will study a range of different texts, from newspapers and websites
poetry and examples of spoken language.

How will the students be assessed in GCSE English?

Unit Title Mode of Weighting Time
assessment
Understanding 2 Hours 15
and Final 40% Minutes
1 producing Examination
Non Fiction
Speaking and
5 Listening Controlled 20%
Activities Assessment
Reading and Controlled 40%
3 Writing Activities | Assessment

Controlled Assessments will be completed throughout the course;
examinations will be taken at the end of Year 11.

What can the students do next?

A good grade at GCSE English Language demonstrates to colleges,
universities, and employers that students have the necessary
communication skills to succeed in the modern world.

Additionally, it will enable students to study the subject at A level.

For further information please sdds. Kirkwood (Head of English)
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English Literature

Examining Board:
AQA

Syllabus/ Code:
English Literature A 4710

TO KILL A
MO CKING-
BIRD

What are the benefits of studying English Literature?

English Literature teaches students vital reading skills that will be use
no matter what they choose to do. Hopefully, they will discover th
pleasure of reading to help them deal with stress and to broaden th
mind!

What will students have the opportunity to study?

GCSE English Literature encourages students to broaden their
understanding of prose, poetry and drama. Through the course, they
have the opportunity to study both fiction and literary ndiction by a
variety of writers including Simon Armitage, Carol Ann Duffy, Willia
Blake, William Shakespeare, John Steinbeck and Arthur Miller.

GCSE English Literature is taught alongside GCSE English Langu
The English Department aims to use active reading techniques to h
the students enjoy literature while encouraging them to achieve at tk
highest level.

How will the students be assessed in GCSE English Literature?

Unit Title Mode of Weighting Time
assessment
Explorin Final 1 Hour 30
ploring nal 40% .
Modern Texts Examination Minutes
Poetry Across Final 1 Hour 15
2 y nat 35% "ou
Time Examination Minutes
The
Significance
of
Controlled
Shakespeare o
3 and the Assessment 25% 4 hours
English
Literary
Heritage

Controlled Assessments will be completed throughout the course;
examinations will be taken at the end of Year 11.

What can the students do next?
Success at GCSE English Literature is an excellent foundation for
studying English Literature at A level.

It is also an indication to employers that students can understand how
language can convey meaning.

For further information please seds. Kirkwood (Head of English).
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Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Food Technology 2FTO1

What are the benefits of studying GCSE Food Technology?

)yl OEA AOOOAT O Al EI AGA 1T & 0910
current generation know the implications of a poor diet. Food

AOA

Technology is an ever evolving subject area in which new developments
happen every day. Our students should be excited, intrigued and

equipped with the knowledge on how to best cater for these needs. If

are interested in the field of nutritional therapy, dietetics, food produ¢

development or the hospitality and catering industry, and you ha

shown good organisation and attention to detail, then Food Technology

is for you.
What will students have the opportunity to study?

Food Technology requires students to demonstrate an application and
understanding of:

Nutrition

Primary and secondary food
Preservation and processing
Product manufacture
Analysing products

= =4 -8 A

Students are required to:

9 Design creatively
1 Make products
1

Apply systems and control, computer aided design/computer aided
manufacturing (CAD/CAM), digital media and new technologies

9 Analyse and evaluate processes and products

How will the students be assessed in GCSE Food Technology?

Unit Title Mode of Weighting Time
Assessment
Extended creative
. Controlled
1| design and make A ¢ 60% 40 Hours
activities Ssessmen
Knowledge and
i . 1 Hour
understanding of Einal
2 food Examination 40% 30
technology Minutes

For further information speak tés. Gilmartin (Head of
Design Technology)
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French or Spanish

What are the benefits of studying GCSE French or Spanish?

Examining Board: Improved communications, greater opportunities for travel and the
Edexcel increasingly multilingual and multicultural composition of our society
mean that distance and national frontiers are no longer a barrier to con-
tact with a rich diversity of people from different cultural backgrounds.
o xAi1 AO Ai1 OOEAOOET ¢ O OOOAAT O
Foreign Languages have the potential to enrich their lives. They develop

OOOAAT OO86 O1T AAOOOAT AET ¢ AT A APPPAAE
people and communities, making students aware that they are citizeng of

OEA x1 Ol Anh AOPAAEAIT U ET A Oi Al DET C
foundations for the study of other languages later in life, to be used for

pleasure or for work.

Syllabus/ Code:
French 2FRO1
Or

Spanish 2SP01

Being able to communicate in a foreign language can broaden the range
and variety of accessible careers, improving employability and facilitating
personal mobility. While only a few jobs require specialist expertise| in
other languages, foreign language skills are desirable and useful in a wide
range of careers at different levels. As well as increasing employability,
they can really enhance career opportunities and variety. People with
foreign language skills tend to have good communication skills, which
enhances their personal effectiveness.

What will students have the opportunity to study?

The GCSE in either French or Spanish builds on the work covered in| Key
Stage 3 in the four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Four themes are covered: Media and Culture, Sport and Leisure, Travel
and Tourism and Business, Work and Employment.

It is hoped that an exchange programme or a residential visit will be
arranged to provide an opportunity for students to experience at first
hand the language and culture of their chosen language.

How will the students be assessed in GCSE French or Spanish?

Unit Mode of Weighting Time
Title Assessment
. . Final F: 30 min
0,
1 Listening Examination 20% H: 40 min
. 2 controlled .
2| Speaking 30% 4-6 min each
assessments
. Final F: 35 min
0,
3 Reading Examination 20% H: 50 min
” 2 trolled
4 Writing confrotie 30% 1 hour each
assessments

For further information please seéds. Com
(Head of MFL) or any member of the MFL department.
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Geography

Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Geography 8GEO1 &
9GEO1

What are the benefits of studying GCSE Geography?
The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 ye
than it has ever done before. By studying Geography, students will
discover why, and try to prepare themselves for these changes.

What will students have the opportunity to study?

Students will examine many of the major contemporary themes facir
the world, including environmental, economic, social and political issu

ars

g
eS.

The course will allow students to make informed judgments about mahy

of the geographical issues that are facing the world today. They will
encouraged to make decisions about complex issues using a variet
sources.

Students will be required to handle data using ICT, ask questions and
out answers, as well as giving presentations and working in teams. T
will need to draw and read maps, organise themselves and work

independentlyz both inside the classroom and beyond. They will al$

have the chance to work outside of school and maybe even participatg
a residential field course.

The main four units of work that will be covered include Geographi
OOCEEI 1 68 AT A OAEAI 1 AT CAO8 xEEAE
AEAT CA8 O4EA . AOOOAI 71 01 A8 xEEH
AT A xAOAO OAOI OOAAOG8 O4EA (0OI Al
OAOOI AT AT 66h O1 OOEOI AT A DibOl £
focuses on data collection and enquiry skills; and replaces the coursey
unit.

How will the students be assessed in GCSE Geography?

Unit Title Mode of Weighting Time
Assessment

Geographical

1 Skills and Exam 25% 1 Hour
Challenges
The Natural
2 E 25% 1H
World Xam 0) our
The H
3 e fuman Exam 25% 1 Hour

Environment

Investigating Controlled

0
Geography Assessment 25% N/A

Continued/....
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Geography

Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
Geography 8GEO1 &
9GEO1

What can the students do next?

Geography is an ideal subject for developing a full range of skills
helps to provide a good broad education. A GCSE in Geography prov
a stepping stone to a whole range of future opportunitiethe skills that

will be developed will support you in further studies and in employment.

For further information speak tMr. Hodgkin (Head of Geography).
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Examining Board:
Edexcel

Syllabus/ Code:
History 2HAO1

What are the benefits of studying GCSE History?

1 It encourages annderstanding of how our present world has
been shaped by past events and of the key stages in the
development of humarivilisation.

9 It develops a wealth of importargkills such as identifying and
evaluating sources, discursive writing, developing and presenting
arguments and communicating ideas.

9 Topuniversities such as Oxford and Cambridge see it as one of
the most valuable and academically rigorous subjects.

9 It prepares students for a range cdreersincluding journalism, law,
academia, teaching and research.

9 History is arumbrella disciplinethrough which students encounter
many other disciplines: Economics, Geography, Ethics, Political
Philosophy, Psychology and Art. That is why historians always do
wellin general knowledge quizzes!

9 The study of History caanrich in other ways by fostering
empathy,kindling the imagination, encouraging the development of
judgments andgiving perhaps more scope for debate than any othe
school subject.lt is intellectually rewarding but it is also exciting!

What will students have the opportunity to study?
Students will study the following during their history course:
Year 10

1  War and the transformation of British society 1931951
(Unit 3: Source Paper)

9 Germany 1918 1939 (Unit 2: Modern World Depth Study)
Year 11
i Vietnam 196075 (Unit 4: Controlled Assessment)

I Peace and War: International Relations
(Unit 1: Outline Study)

190891

The students will study in the following ways throughout the course;
reading and research, studying sources, class discussions, using ICT

undertaking internally assessed, externally moderated assignments
How will the students be assessed in GCSE History?

=

and

Unit Mode of Weighting Time
Title Assessment
Outli ) L 1H 1
utine Final Examination 25 'our S
Study Minutes
Modern
World Final Examination 25 1M|;|r?ulirei5
Depth Study
Source Final Examination 25 1 Hour 15
Paper Minutes
Controlled
4 ontrofie 25
Assessment

For further information speak tMrs. Grant (Head of History)
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AQA

Examining Board:

Syllabus/ Code:
ICT 2520

ICT

What are the benefits of studying GCSE ICT?

GCSE ICT is an ideal preparation for a technological world in which
touches every part of our everyday lives. The course will develop pract
)y #4 OEEI T O AT A AgOAT A OOOAAT OO6
systems. It develops a full range of skills that will be useful in other
subjects studied and future employment.

What will students have the opportunity to study?

This new and innovative GCSE course will engage and motivate stude
It allows them to learn new skills and maintain their interest in this
everAEAT CET ¢ AT A AOT 1 OET ¢ OOAEAAOD
digital devices and explores how technology impacts on every aspec
our daily lives. Students who take this course will understand the bene
of using technology and know how to use ICT safely and responsibly.
course comprises an examination and a controlled assessment.

During the ICT course, students will study the following areas:

computers and society

hardware and software

Word Processing and Desktop Publishing
spreadsheets

databases

EE EEE]

Students will have the opportunity to develop the following skills
-throughout the course:

communication skills

presentation skills

spreadsheet modeling and simulations

data logging and control

systems analysis

improvement of time management skills and learning to de
with deadlines

How will the students be assessed in GCSE ICT?

S E E

Unit Title Mode of Weighting Time
Assessment
1 Living in the E Flr_]alt_ 40% 1 Hour 30
.. 0 .
Digital World xamination Minutes
! . o
) Using Digital Controlled 60% 40 hours
Tools Assessment

What can the students do next?
GCSE ICT will help students prepare for AS and A2 level ICT.
For further information please sadrs. Finch (Head of ICT)
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